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Government was awaiting the course of events, and
awaiting them in much anxiety, for we were there in a
situation of great peril. A few marches to the south-
west was the state of Gwalior. The Eajah was friendly,
but the contingent had lately mutinied. It was a for-
midable force, numbering about ten thousand men, and
regarded as the finest and best disciplined body of troops
in the whole Bengal army. It had expressed an inten-
tion of marching on Agra. The prime minister of the
Eajah had dissuaded the leaders from carrying out their
intention, but it was uncertain if he would in the future
be able to restrain them*
Another army also threatened us. This was the
native brigade that had been stationed at Neemuch, a
city far away to the west, in the territory of Bajpootana.
It had mutinied like the rest, and after plundering the
treasury had commenced to march, it was supposed, for
Delhi. But on this point doubts had for some ^time
arisen* The route they had taken would lead equally to
Agra, and it was now uncertain if, after all, Agra was
not really their destination. The uncertainty was
causing all at Agra great anxiety, not a little apprehen-
sion ; for if this rebel army did come we had but a very
small force wherewith to meet it. After much debate,
much hesitation, the Government had at length decided
to increase their forces by calling in the Kotah contin-
gent, and the order was issued that caused Captain
Dennys and his officers so great gratification. Their
gratification was a little modified by a second order,
which almost immediately followed, and which forbade
the contingent to cross the river. Captain Dennys was
directed to remain encamped on the eastern bank of the
Jumna till the destination of the Neemuch mutineers
was positively ascertained.